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 As the presidential election approaches, keeping our youth educated about 

our government is a big priority for our teachers. Mrs. Groves, the 3rd Grade teach-

er, addressed this by putting together a student government project. The 3rd grad-

ers, 5th graders, and the Seniors are learning about our American government along 

with the process of creating a bill and passing it to become a law.  

 The three classes drafted several bills to submit to the House of 

Representatives and Senate, the classes formed the Congress. Then 

each group had to narrow the submitted bills down to two. These were 

then sent onto the President and Vice President. This was done by the 

bill receiving 2/3rds of the group’s vote. After reading through a few 

more proposed bills, students ended the meeting of Congress with three bills to 

present to the President and Vice President.  

 On Tuesday March 10th, Dr. Browne and Mr. Jones met with the participating 

classes to hear the proposed bills by acting as the President and Vice President. Af-

ter the three bills were presented, questioned, and discussed, two bills required ad-

ditional information to be gathered before being signed into law. The one bill that 

was passed into law will affect OEF sessions. Sessions will have an adjusted age 

range to allow 3rd– 5th graders to join 6th-12th grade sessions.  

 This legislative project allowed the students to not only consider their own 

needs, but the needs of their classmates and fellow students of the school. Students 

had to use their communication skills and be patient for this process to work.  Creat-

ing a law can have its challenges, 

but the students were able to 

come away with a better under-

standing of it by completing this 

project. 



P A G E  2  

T H E  S C R A T C H I N G  P O S T –  M A R C H ,  2 0 2 0  

The Scratching Post decided to give the elementary students a creative writing challenge – 

the prompt: How to Catch a Leprechaun.  Students in grades 2, 3, 4, and 5 participated and 

explained how they would catch a leprechaun if they could find one. Here are a few of The 

Scratching Post’s top picks.  

 

I would find some chocolate gold coins and make the trap look like a pot of gold. I would put the coins in 

the pot. When the Leprechaun gets in the pot, he will step on a button. This will drain his magic. The pot will 

seal tight and he will never be able to get out unless I push the button to let him out. - Leeigh, 5th Grade 
 

I made a cage and hung it in a tree with a brown rope. I taped a fake gold coin to it so then the cage will fall 

on him. Then I hid behind a tree and waited for a leprechaun. When I saw the leprechaun he saw the gold 

coin and picked it up and the cage fell on him. - Jalanna, 2nd Grade  
 

Hide in the pot of gold and stay quiet. Don’t move at all. When it is time, grab him and steal the gold. -

Gerald, 2nd Grade 

 

I made a good trap last year, but it doesn’t even come close to the way I’d catch him this year. My trap has 

multiple traps on it, including pits and ropes. I would use a shoe box for the pit and strings for rope. I would 

buy a bunch of little balls for the ball pit. I will use black paper to cover the pit so the Leprechaun does not 

see the pit in the dark. I will use fake gold on the other side of the trap so the Leprechaun would step on the 

paper and fall  into the ball pit. I would tape string to the walls of the ball pit so when the Leprechaun falls 

he gets tangled and caught! - Shawnie,  4th Grade 

 

You need some paint, a box and tape. Then you need green, red, yellow, gold, blue, and orange paint. Make 

some traps in the box and a secret door. Find where the Leprechaun lives. When you find the Leprechaun 

put it in a bag and when you get home put it in the trap. And go back to the Leprechaun’s house and take 

the gold.  - Bailie, 2nd Grade 

 

I would have a box painted like a rainbow. At the end there will be a pot of gold that he goes for. The Lepre-

chaun touches the gold, a metal box will drop and fart grenades will fall in. Then he will be knocked out,  8 

hours tops.   - Kaiden, 4th Grade 

 

I would wait until a rainbow came then I would put an invisible fishing net out. When the Leprechaun sees 

my fake gold, he will go to pick one up and get caught in the net. If he doesn’t get caught in the net and 

disappears, I will find his lair and capture him again. This time I will make a deal with him. I will trade my ex-

pensive jewelry for his shiny pot of gold. - Lydia, 5th Grade  
 

I will get a box and paint butterflies, a rainbow, the sun, and grass on it. I will make a robot leprechaun and I 

will put the robot in the house. I will make a pot of gold and put the pot in there with the robot. I will put a 

net under the door and when the leprechaun steps on the net he will be caught. - Rory, 2nd Grade  
 

I will put the gold in the box, wait for him to come and BAM! He is in the box. - Marcos, 3rd Grade 
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 On February 26th, BCS hosted the 2020 MAC speech competition. Students in our conference 

presented speeches to judges. These speeches were either purchased scripts or handwritten. The 

two main events that the Banner County speech team participated in were, Duet Acting and Serious 

Prose. Serious Prose is an event where the speaker tells a story about a serious event or subject. Jo-

sie Whelchel, who placed 6th at the competition, performed a serious prose speech called “Guilt.” It 

is about a sister who witnessed the death of her brother and the guilt she carried afterward. The rest 

of the team performed duets. Duet Acting is presented by two people who show their judges a ten 

minute play – comedy or tragedy. Kairyn Miller and 

Mycala Jones performed “ACC.” This is a story about 

a woman who tries to take counseling from a robot 

and it goes horribly wrong. This performance placed 

3rd. Haddie Grubbs and Riann Morton performed 

“Nobody’s Fool.” This play is about a woman in pris-

on who tells the doctor about her crime. This per-

formance earned the duet 5th place.  Congratula-

tions to our Wildcat Speech team! 

 The Basic Nursing Assistant course (BNA) is a class, taught by Mrs. 

Marie Parker this semester. This course is for any juniors and seniors who 

want to pursue a career as a CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant). The students 

in this class learn basic nursing skills such as: taking vital signs, basic anato-

my and physiology, patient care, and so much more. Cheyanne Knisley, a 

junior this year, is one of the students who has joined Mrs. Parker’s class.  One of Cheyanne’s reasons 

for taking this course is because, “My mom and sister are CNAs and so I wanted to follow in their 

footsteps, and it also seems like a really fun job.” In order for Cheyanne to get her certification, she 

needs to complete 80 hours of training. This course is just the beginning 

step towards a career in the medical field.  I asked Mrs. Parker why she 

thinks this course is important to have as an option for students to take.  

She had this to say,  “This is an excellent opportunity for students to not 

only gain college credit, but high school credit and a marketable skill that 

they can go immediately into the workforce with and make fairly good 

money.“ Thanks to everyone’s efforts, this is just another way Banner 

County School is helping our students achieve their goals. 

Go to Banner County School website at www.bcswildcats.org for 

COVID-19 updates on school and community events.  
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Planning Ahead for COVID-19 in Banner County 

Just a few days ago, I wanted to use this space in The Scratching Post to share some exciting plans 
that are hatching about an upcoming community event. You may recall that I mentioned BCS will cele-
brate its 100th Commencement this May. I have bounced the idea of organizing a 100 Year Dance to a 
few residents and alums in the style of the 1920s to mark this milestone in Banner County. Initial 
feedback has been positive, so right now I am inviting anyone interested in helping out on a “100 Year 
Committee” to contact the school or email  me directly (evelyn.browne@bcswildcats.org).  The rapid-
ly changing COVID-19 situation will naturally impact all community event planning, but I remain opti-
mistic that at some point we will dance!! 
 
Guidance from the Department of Health and Human Services is recommending that schools close for 
up to 8 weeks if there is one confirmed case of COVID-19 community transmission or “spread” in our 
ESU13 area. Reports suggest that school age students are not shown to be a high risk group for seri-
ous illness from COVID-19. Despite this, closures are recommended to protect family members who 
might be in a high risk group, the community, and minimize the spread of illness. While there are cur-
rently no community spread cases of COVID-19 in the panhandle, after consultation with Panhandle 
Public Health District and COVID-19 Unified Command, it has been determined that Banner County 
School, along with several other schools in the Nebraska Panhandle will be closed for the next two 
weeks (until March 27).  The State of Nebraska has elevated the risk assessment and schools are en-
gaging in preemptive dismissal to try to decrease the spread of disease. 

We ask that students and community members immediately begin engaging in social distanc-
ing. There will be no practices or school activities during the 14 day period.  Unified Command and 
Regional West have asked that anyone who has traveled to areas with community transmission of 
COVID-19 to self-monitor and self-quarantine. At this time there are still no confirmed cases of COVID
-19 in the Panhandle.  Additional information will be forthcoming.  
 
During this week’s on-line meeting with Commissioner of Education Matthew Blomstedt, Gov. Rickets 
reminded the 100s of school administrators on the call that “we are dealing with uncharted territory” 
when it comes to making plans for the spread of COVID-19 in Nebraska. School leadership is currently 
reviewing our options for maintaining a level of instruction that will support continued student aca-
demic growth during the closure. We will continue to work in partnership with the Panhandle Public 
Health District (PPHD), the DHHS, and the NDE to make the most prudent and sensible decisions for 
the health and protection of our students, staff, and families.  
 
Be sure to check for updates on our school web-site and follow these simple steps to help curb the 
potential spread of COVID-19: 
 Stay home if you are sick. 

 Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
 Cover nose and mouth with a tissue when coughing or sneezing with a tissue then throw it away. 

Maintain social distance (3-6 feet) and minimize close contact. 
 Call the PPHD at (308)262-5764 ANYTIME you have a question or to self-report if you have trav-

elled outside of the Panhandle. The line is open 24/7. 
Thank you for your trust and support! We WILL get through this together! 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
March 9, 2020 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students and staff: 

 District FFA Contest on March 4th: Agronomy Team placed 1st out of 15 teams with the top four individ-
uals in the contest! Chase Riedel- placed 1st out of 57 individuals, Deven Sullivan, 2nd; Kathryn Blanken-
ship, 3rd; Luke Lindberg, 4th and in Agriscience - Lily Teeple placed 5th overall 

 Regional MathCounts competition in Scottsbluff on Wednesday, February 12; Gabe Teeple (19th), Isaac 
Olsen (33rd), Jaeyln Yetter (46th), Jacob Parsons (46th), and Logan Mason (64th). The team also won the 
"Most Improved Award." 

 MAC Speech: Duet Acting: Kairyn Miller and Mycala Jones, 3rd place; Haddie Grubbs and Riann Morton, 
5th place. Serious Prose: Josie Whelchel, 6th place. 

 Students of the Month: Kassie Loutzenhiser, 3rd grade and Jacob Parsons, 8th grade. 
 MatCats district results! Gabriel Teeple, Karter Mosby, Kody Carpenter, and Trenton Knaub - 2nd place; 

Quincy Boettcher - 3rd; Wyatt Reichenberg - 4th; and Rylie Jeffries qualified for the girls' division. 
 Read Across America: Kari Gifford and staff, Greg Reinninger for the awesome pig cookies! 
 Banner County School has been awarded a 2020 Nebraska Healthy Schools-Recognized School in Action 

Silver award. Thanks to Marie Parker for compiling the supporting data and submitting the application. 
Motions passed:  
Approve revised 2020-2021 District Goals on 1st reading.  
Approve 1st reading of 5-Year Strategic Plan.  
Accept the resignation of Kristen Smith, with thanks for her service to BCS students  
Approve the Banner County School Option Enrollment Resolution for the 2020-2021 school year, as present-
ed. (This resolution caps classroom sizes at 18 in Kindergarten and 20 in grades 1-12) 
Approve quote for removal of carpet and installation of new carpet in the library, main office, DL room, and 
North teacherage living room at a cost of $11,583.65 from Don Schmidt.  
Other news:  
BCS received a $40,507.50 grant from the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality. This covered 
50% of the cost to replace Bus#1—retired with 200,000+ miles of service! 
The Board was informed of the retirement of Linda Barrett, who has been driving both daily bus routes and 
activities for 43 years. She will be missed! 
-The next regular meeting is April 13, 2020, 7:00 PM.  

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

 

If you are at higher risk for serious illness from COVID-19 because of your age or be-
cause you have a serious long-term health problem, it is extra important for you to 
take actions to reduce your risk of getting sick with the disease.  
 Stock up on supplies. 

 Take everyday precautions to keep space between yourself and others. 
 When you go out in public, keep away from others who are sick, limit close con-
tact and wash your hands often. 
 Avoid crowds as much as possible. 
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OSHA 10 Certification 
BCS has partnered with WNCC to offer the OSHA 10 for General In-

dustry course on April 24 & May 1 .  This course provides instruction 

on the rights of general industry workers, employer responsibilities, 

and how to file a complaint as well as how to identify, abate, avoid, 

and prevent job related hazards. The course will introduce general industry OSHA standards relating to per-

sonal protective equipment, HAZMAT (hazardous materials) communication, tool safety, walking and work-

ing surfaces, electrical safety, emergency response, lockout/tagout, and others. This course is open to Banner 

County residents. The course fee is $65.00. To register, complete the information below and return to BCS 

with payment by April 1st, 2020. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------- 
OSHA 10 Training Course, Banner County School 

Dates: April 24 & May 1 

Time: 8:00 am – 2:30 pm 

Name: ______________________________________  

Contact Phone #: ______________________________ 

Please make check payable to: Banner County School. 


